
Our Rector is The Reverend Morna Simpson 
Tel:01604 319902; Email: revmorna@gmail.com 

Our Associate Priest is The Reverend Janet Tebby 
Tel: 01933 384628; Email: jtebby@gmail.com 
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In & around the Benefice…. 
15th May |  Fifth Sunday of Easter 

@BeneficeYardley  

https://www.facebook.com/YardleyHastingsBenefice 

www.yardleyhastingsbenefice.org  

The good news of Jesus Christ speaks of welcome for all, with a particular regard for those who 

are most vulnerable, into a community where the value and dignity of every human being is  

affirmed and those in positions of responsibility and authority are truly trustworthy.   

TODAY’S SERVICES 

 8.30am BCP Holy Communion St Mary the Virgin, Whiston with Rev Morna 

 9.30am Sunday Worship URC, Yardley Hastings 

 10.30am Benefice Holy Communion St Mary’s, Grendon with Rev Morna 

 4.00pm Sunday Space St Margaret’s, Denton with Becky 

MIDWEEK WORSHIP 

 9.30am  Holy Communion St Mary’s, Grendon with Rev Morna 

NEXT SUNDAY 

 10.30am Benefice Holy Communion St Mary Magdalene, Castle Ashby with Rev Morna 

 10.30am Sunday Brunch St Andrew’s, Yardley Hastings  

Please hold in your prayers this week: 

• All who are afraid and suffering, having had their lives turned upside down from the Russian invasion 

into Ukraine 

• All who mourn those who have lost their lives through the Ukraine invasion 

• International leaders who are working to support Ukraine and to broker peace 

• For truth to be seen and understood within Russia. 

• Those who continue to feel exhausted and who are suffering from burn out 

• Teachers, staff and pupils at Grendon Primary, Denton Primary and Yardley Hastings Primary 

Schools 

• Those who continue to feel lonely, anxious or isolated 

• Kiera, who will be baptised at Denton in the next few weeks  

• Those struggling in body, mind or spirit, among them: Jill Church, Liz Taylor, Freddie Hogan,  Ruth 

Williams, Derek and Janette Hopkins, Audrey Desborough, Jenny Payne, Judith Keggin, Mandy 

Bates and Jo Cawley. 

• Those recently departed, amongst them Doreen Green, and all who grieve at this time, including  

Don Green and all their family 

 

Guitarist and other musicians wanted!  
 

If you play the guitar or drums and would be willing to play for our  
Sunday Service at 10.30 am in Denton on 29th May,  

please get in touch with Rev Morna. 

mailto:liztyardley@aol.com
https://www.facebook.com/YardleyHastingsBenefice
http://www.yardleyhastingsbenefice.org/


The Collect 
Risen Christ, 
your wounds declare your love for the world and 
the wonder of your risen life: 
give us compassion and courage to risk ourselves 
for those we serve, to the glory of God the Father. 
 
Amen 
 
 
First reading 
Acts 11.1-18  
 
The apostles and the believers who were in Judea 
heard that the Gentiles had also accepted the word 
of God. So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the 
circumcised believers criticized him, saying,  
‘Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with 
them?’  
Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, 
saying,  
‘I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I 
saw a vision. There was something like a large 
sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by 
its four corners; and it came close to me. As I looked 
at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of 
prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. I also heard a 
voice saying to me, “Get up, Peter; kill and eat.” But 
I replied, “By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or 
unclean has ever entered my mouth.” But a second 
time the voice answered from heaven, “What God 
has made clean, you must not call profane.” This 
happened three times; then everything was pulled 
up again to heaven. At that very moment three men, 
sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house 
where we were. The Spirit told me to go with them 
and not to make a distinction between them and 
us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and 
we entered the man’s house. He told us how he had 
seen the angel standing in his house and saying, 
“Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called 
Peter; he will give you a message by which you and 
your entire household will be saved.” And as I began 
to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had 
upon us at the beginning. And I remembered the 
word of the Lord, how he had said, “John baptized 
with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit.” If then God gave them the same gift that he 
gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who was I that I could hinder God?’  
When they heard this, they were silenced. And they 
praised God, saying,  
‘Then God has given even to the Gentiles the 
repentance that leads to life.’  
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Second reading 
Revelation 21.1-6  
 
I, John, saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the 
first heaven and the first earth had passed away, 
and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, 
the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven 
from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne 
saying, 
‘See, the home of God is among mortals. He will 
dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God 
himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear 
from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning 
and crying and pain will be no more, for the first 
things have passed away.’ 
And the one who was seated on the throne said, 
‘See, I am making all things new.’  
Also he said,  
Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.’  
Then he said to me, 
‘It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give 
water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.’ 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Gospel Reading 
John 13.31-35  
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according 
to John.   Glory to you, O Lord 
 
During the supper when Judas had gone out, Jesus 
said,  
‘Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God 
has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified 
in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will 
glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you only 
a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to 
the Jews so now I say to you, “Where I am going, 
you cannot come.” I give you a new commandment, 
that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, 
you also should love one another. By this everyone 
will know that you are my disciples, if you have love 
for one another.’  
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Post Communion Prayer 
Eternal God, 
whose Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and 
the life: grant us to walk in his way, to rejoice in his 
truth, and to share his risen life; who is alive and 
reigns, now and for ever. 
 
Amen 



REFLECTION  
 

Quiz question of the week:  Which book in the New Testament contains the following – a shipwreck, 

someone falling out of a window during a boring sermon, a preacher stoned to death, a prison escape 

and prison doors being opened but no-one escaped? Answers on a postcard, please, no prizes! 

 

Over these last weeks from Easter our readings have been taking us through the book of Acts, seeing 

how the first followers of Jesus acted following his death, resurrection and ascension. He left them, as 

Matthew records, with the words ringing in their ears:  

“Go and make disciples of all nations….. teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you….”  

Put yourself in their shoes. What a task! “How on earth do we do it? Where do we begin? HELP!!!!”  

At least, that would have been my reaction! 

 

It's a fascinating record of their progress from tiny beginnings: persecution, new followers joining them, 

arguments over how to do things, successes, failures, run-ins with authorities, imprisonments, the list 

goes on. It’s an often-overlooked book – no Jesus stories (well, just one right at the start), no  deep  

theology, no comforting words or poetry, but a picture of how God uses fallible human beings to achieve 

remarkable things.  

 

We’re reminded that our opinions aren’t always in line with God’s attitude – just read the story of Peter in 

this week’s reading; in hearing God’s voice and understanding God’s love for all humanity, Peter and 

then all of the apostles lay aside their prejudices, changed their minds and practices and the Gospel 

spread across the world – even to us!  

 

Do read the Acts of the Apostles for yourself – our weekly readings only give “edited highlights” and we 

miss out so much good stuff! It might just help us see our way forward as we endeavour to “do church” 

and carry out that huge task as 21st century followers of Christ.  

Blessings 

Janet 



CHURCH CALENDAR 

regular events:    

Every Tuesday: 
 The YH Benefice Community Larder, 1.30-2.15pm. (alternates between Castle Ashby Compton 
 Club and St Margaret’s Church, Denton). The larder is open to everyone! There is no eligibility 
 criteria. All the food is surplus and saved from landfill, so as well as saving money you will be 
 doing your bit towards eliminating food waste. The service is CASH ONLY. Bring £5 /£10 and a 
 bag with you.  
 
Every Tuesday:  
 Crafter’s corner, 2-4pm in the URC dining room. All are welcome. Please bring your own craft to do. 
 There is a small charge of £1.50 per session. Tea, coffee and biscuits are always available during 
 the session. Looking forward to seeing you there! 
 
Every Wednesday: 
  Midweek Communion at 9:30am at St Mary’s Grendon 
 
Every Thursday: 
 Crafting in St Margaret’s Church, Denton, 2.00pm - 3.00pm. Bring something you want to work on 
 or come for a natter and meet new friends.  Refreshments available. 
 Contact Pat Terry on 890078 for more information. 
 
Every Friday: 
 Coffee morning at St Margaret’s Church, Denton from 10.00am - 12 noon with croissants, toast and 
 friendly chat.  
 

This week: 
 
Tuesday 17th May: 
  The YH Benefice Community Larder, 1.30-2.15pm at St Margaret’s Church, Denton 
 
Saturday 21st May: 
 Community Churchyard Tidy up, 10am-12.30pm at St Andrew’s, Yardley Hastings 
 Lunch provided so, to help with catering, please let Debbie Smith know if you are able to help 
 07971 621733, 696382, debs.yh62@gmail.com 
 
Saturday 21st May: 
 Music for a Spring Evening, 7pm at St Mary Magdalene, Castle Ashby 
 
Saturday 21st May: 
 Quiz night, 7pm (for 7.30 start) at St Margaret’s Church, Denton. 
 Teams of 4, £3 per person.  Refreshments provided at half time, drinks available for a donation. 
 Please book your table by emailing pat.terry49@btinternet.com or phone 01604 890078. 
  

Further ahead: 
 
Tuesday 24th May: 
 Book Club, 7.30pm at Jane Cooke's - The Willows, 56 Castle Ashby Rd, Yardley Hastings, NN71EL 
 Reading: “Away with the Penguins” by Hazel Prior and “Songbirds” by Christy Lefteri 
 
Thursday 26th May:  note change of venue 
 Youth Group, 6.30 - 8.00pm at the Church Room, Grendon.  For all in school year 6 and above. 
 
Friday 27th May: 
 After School Club, 3.30pm, St Margaret’s Church, Denton. The theme will be the Queen’s Jubilee.  
 
Friday 3rd June:  
 Little Fishes, 9.00am at St Mary’s Grendon. For under 5’s and their grown-ups.  
 Story, craft, play & chatter. £2 per family (including refreshments).  
 
Sunday 3rd July: 
 Open Gardens, Yardley Hastings 

mailto:debs.yh62@gmail.com


On Saturday 21st May at 7pm, Peterborough 
Cathedral Choir will perform a Spring Concert 
at St Mary Magdalene, Castle Ashby.   
  
The choir is led by Tansy Castledine, Director 
of Music, and the church’s Nicholson organ – 
celebrating its 150th anniversary this year -  
will be played by the Cathedral Organist, 
Christopher Strange.    
 
This is an absolutely unique opportunity to 
hear the Cathedral Choir locally and we do 
hope it will be very well-attended.    
  
Tickets are available online from Eventbrite at 
 
 https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/peterborough-
cathedral-choir-music-for-a-spring-evening-
tickets-303314581077   
 
at £20 each plus booking fee (or just search 
for Eventbrite - Peterborough Cathedral Choir) 
with proceeds going to support the Choir.     
 
Do join us for an evening of sumptuous choral 
music featuring repertoire from across the  
ages to the present day.        

Homes for Ukraine
Yardley Hastings Benefice.

- Are you able to offer shelter to Ukrainians in need and have you registered on the UK gov 
scheme? 

- Would you like some help in linking up with a suitable family?

- We have a UK based Ukrainian contact who is looking for suitable homes in the 
Bedford/Northampton area and can help with placement and the appropriate 
documentation.

• Please contact Jo Hicks 

• 07799625427

• or via facebook
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- Are you able to offer shelter to Ukrainians in need and have you registered on the UK gov 
scheme? 

- Would you like some help in linking up with a suitable family?

- We have a UK based Ukrainian contact who is looking for suitable homes in the 
Bedford/Northampton area and can help with placement and the appropriate 
documentation.

• Please contact Jo Hicks 

• 07799625427

• or via facebook

We have 3 Ukrainian families coming to Yardley over the 
next few weeks and they will be in particular need of 

small household items and hygiene products - we have 
put a donation box in St Andrew’s church porch and  

anything you can give would be very much appreciated. 
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